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COASTLINES  -                              October 2016 
Seaside Branch AAUW Editor: Libbie Allen 
P.O. Box 693 Phone: 503.816.6498 
Seaside, OR 97138 e-mail:libbie@pacifier.com 
  

 
AAUW Mission Statement 

 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy,  

education, philanthropy, and research 
 

  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

♦ Monday, October 3rd, Seaside Branch AAUW hosts Mayoral 
Candidates Forum at 7 pm, Seaside City Hall 
 

♦ Tuesday, October 4th, Book Group meets at 11:30 at Patty’s 
Wicker Café in Seaside, followed by discussion at Seaside 
City Hall  
 

♦ Saturday, October 15th, 10 am, Foundation meeting at home 
of Helen Gronquist 
 

♦ Tuesday, October 18th, Movie Group meets at the home of 
Kathleen Hudson, 741 Fifth Ave., Hammond 
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Camp Kiwanilong Meeting   Lynne Kelton and Diana McLoughlin 
 

Chips & Dips  
 
Welcome all!  It’s a new AAUW year but a continuation of lots of things that have been going 
all summer:  book group, walking group, Vote Yes for Kids committee, coffee klatches, scholarship 
Foundation. We are an active group and we are moving, ladies!! 
 
Our opening event for the year:  Potluck at Camp Kiwanilong in Hammond was a delightful event 
featuring and honoring our new members and some of our members reaching a milestone of AAUW 
membership. Not only were we able to re-connect with others but were able to look at what we are 
doing this year and how proud we can be of it. Diana McLoughlin, program chair, has put together 
an outstanding program for the year that we can look forward to. Karin Webb continues to 
challenge us with new events and interest groups to meet all our needs.  Helen Gronquist is on top 
of our scholarship Foundation and I invite each of you to check our web site and the invitation to 
submit your nomination for the Breaking Barrier’s Award. Pat Johns, a new member this year, has 
consented to continue our tradition of maintaining our history since Carol Lierman will be leaving 
our group. Karen Beck has been working hard with local candidates to put together the Candidates 
forum on October 3rd.   
 
For the past couple of months we have been hosting coffees in support of “Vote Yes for our Local 
Schools” campaign. This is a really positive community function that we have chosen to support 
this year. Look for “our letters to the editor” in the coming weeks as well as our page on 
the Voters Pamphlet in support of the school bond. Jane McGeehan stepped up at the last 
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moment to make sure we were represented in this publication. We have every reason to BE PROUD 
of our accomplishments. ! am looking forward to a wonderful year with each of you.    
  
On a personal level, I have moved this past month from Gearhart to Seaside. Thank you all for 
your patience if I have been off task, disoriented, short tempered, or just plain pooped! My 
husband and I are also taking an apartment in Tigard to be closer to children and grandchildren as 
well as the medical community. Hopefully, too, we can take in some of the cultural events of the 
Portland area. Growing older is not without some real challenges. What is so wonderful is the 
supportive family and community we find here at the coast…   and I mean each of you.    
 

Carol  

Treasurer’s Report 
By: Gini Dideum 
 
August 2016 Treasurer’s Report 
 
Beginning Balance       $4,696.27 
 
INCOME          
 .    Total       $    00.00 
EXPENSES 
 SDDA Membership   50.00 
 Deposit Meetings            50.00 
      Total                $100.00 
 
Ending Balance       $4,696.27 

Public Policy 
By Karen Beck, Chair 
 
CANDIDATES FORUM 
Tired of all the Trump and Clinton “news”? Well, how about coming to our Candidates Forum to 
meet and learn from our local candidates? Our branch will be hosting a forum October 3rd, 7 pm, 
at the Seaside City Hall. It will be unique in that it is a combined Seaside/Gearhart forum with 
the following in attendance:  Tom Horning and Don Johnson running against one another for 
Seaside city council, Randy Frank running unopposed, and perhaps Seth Morrisey. From 
Gearhart we have Matt Brown and Bob Shortman both running for the position of mayor, 
Sue Lorain running unopposed for a council position, and perhaps Dan Jesse. Let’s all 
come and show these candidates we care! 
  
VOTE YES 4 KIDS 
The committee and Doug Dougherty have been working tirelessly to get the Seaside schools moved 
out of the tsunami zone with a bond levy. Our branch has taken an active part of this committee 
what with coffee gatherings and now letter writing. Next will be school tours and then lawn signs. If 
you are not involved yet and would like to help you may contact one of the following: Carol 
Brenneman, Karin Webb, Karen Beck, and Jane McGeehan. 
  
SOME POSITIVE NEWS 
The Seattle City Council passed a “secure scheduling” law which helps provide stability for retail 
and food-service employees work schedules. The regulation requires employers to post work 
schedules two weeks in advance, provide at least 10 hours rest between opening and closing shifts, 
and give available hours to part-time employees before hiring new workers. 
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AAUW SUPPORTS LEGISLATION TO IMPROVE STEM FIELDS 
Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA) held a press conference on Sept. 22nd to introduce the Federal Funding 
Accountability for Sexual Harassers Act. The act would require universities and colleges to report 
findings of sexual abuse by professors in STEM fields to any federal agency from which they are 
receiving competitive development grants. AAUW research has found that sexual harassment is 
one of the reasons many women exit STEM fields. In addition, Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA) introduced 
the AAUW supported a bill that would authorize $250 million in grants over 5 years to advance 
computer science education for pre-K through 12 graders. 

Membership 
By Karin Webb, Membership VP 
 
As we begin another busy season, we have three new members to welcome into our branch, and 
one dear member to bid farewell: 
 
Rebecca Smith has just joined our branch; she is a 911 dispatcher working with the Seaside 
Police. Rebecca attended Willamette University in Salem, and completed training at the Police 
Academy before moving to the north coast. Rebecca has recently visited with our book group. 
Rebecca’s email is: e4rls@yahoo.com) 
 
Ellen Silverman recently moved to Warrenton, and has become a dual member with the Portland 
and Seaside branches. Beginning with her B.S. from the University of Colorado, she went on to 
receive her Masters in Multi-cultural/Bilingual Education from the State University of Los Angeles. 
Ellen has joined us at book group, our film discussion and is interested in walking group as well. 
Her email is: ellenksilver@att.net  
 
Caryl Scharpf became a Seaside member just as we were winding down for the summer, so you 
may not have met her yet. Caryl received her B.A. in Geology from UC Berkeley, and now resides 
in Gearhart. Caryl has jumped right in to help us with our "Vote YES for Kids" bond measure 
campaign. Her email is: ctscharpf@yahoo.com	   
 
Finally we bid adieu to member Mary Lou Barger, who recently passed away in Seaside. Mary Lou 
had recently moved to the north coast after an exciting career working at Cape Canaveral during 
the Gemini and Apollo space projects. While our relationship with Mary was brief, we remember her 
charming wit and grace with fondness.  

Foundation 
By Helen Gronquist, President 
 
The Foundation has begun the process for our annual Fall donor mailing.   
 
At this time, the board members will sign the campaign letters and address the envelopes, using 
the mailing list from previous years, including the current branch members.       
 
 This past year, our branch membership has grown more than ever.  Our presence within the 
community, through events like WINGS, our political forums, our commitment to the safety of our 
students through encouraging the passing of the bond measure, the Wine Walk and the fashion 
show have all contributed to a more visible presence than ever before.  The community is starting 
to know WHO WE ARE!!!!! 
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In that regard, we all know individuals, businesses and maybe even trusts who would make a 
donation to the Fall campaign. If you could email either Carol or Helen with these names, we can 
compare them with our current mailing list and expand our donor base.   
 
The Foundation is expanding the parameters for the ‘BREAKING BARRIERS’ award that was given 
to Whitney Westerholm last year.  Information may be found on the foundation link on the branch’s 
website.  There are so many talented and deserving women who will fit the criteria that all of you 
should consider recommending a qualified woman or girl.  The deadline for submission is November 
15, 2016.  Please forward the completed application to Helen Gronquist at helengronquist@q.com.     
 
The next meeting will be at chair, Helen Gronquist’s home at 10:00 am October 15th.  The next 
Foundation event is the holiday party on December 10th where we will honor women and girls, 
including our scholarship recipients.   
 

WINGS 
By Pat Lehman 
 
The planning for the February 11, 2017 WINGS event is moving forward, but we still need a 
Hospitality chair, or at least someone who can be in charge on that day.  Last year Jane 
McGeehan did a terrific job, but her schedule does not allow her to attend on Feb.11th. Our branch 
has several members who have served on the committee and who know what's involved, so this 
should not be an onerous task if everyone helps. Please let me know if you're willing to step up. 
WINGS is a wonderful program, and you won't be sorry you helped make it happen. 
 
That goes for all our volunteers too! Over the years we have assisted almost 700 women take 
the steps necessary to improve their and their families' lives by getting back to school. We can be 
proud of the work we are doing to actively promote education and equity!  

Wine Walk 
By Gini Dideum, Chair 
 
DDA’s fall Wine Walk will be Saturday, November 12th.  Glass sales will occur between 1:00 and 
6:30.  Shifts are usually a little over 2 hours.  At least 16 volunteers are needed.  If you will be 
available, please email Gini Dideum at gdideum@hotmail.com. 

Program 
By Diana McLoughlin, Program VP 
 
In October we will be hosting a mayoral forum at the Seaside City Hall.  This will take place on Oct. 
3, beginning at 7 p.m.  The public is invited.  Bring spouses, relatives, neighbors, friends, and 
questions for the candidates. 
 
Looking forward to a wonderful year with our special group of ladies! 

Special Interest Groups 

Book Group 
By Gini Dideum 
 
October 4th the book group will meet for lunch at Patty’s Wicker Café in Seaside and then discuss 
Astoria: Astor and Jefferson’s Lost Pacific Empire by Peter Stark.  Helen Gronquist will lead the 
discussion. 
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November 1st the group will meet at Norma’s in Seaside and then Patty Went will lead a discussion 
of Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande. 
 
December 6th we will meet to select next year’s reading list.  Some suggestions have already been 
made but more are needed.  Every participant can recommend two books. 
 
October 4:   Astoria:  Astor and Jefferson’s Lost Pacific Empire by Peter Stark.  

Leader:  Helen Gronquist 
 
November 1:  Being Mortal:  Medicine and What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande.  

Leader:  Patty Went 
 
December 6:  Book Selection TBD 
 

Movie Group 
By: Carol Brenneman 
 
We will be meeting at the home of Kathleen Hudson: 741 Fifth Avenue, Hammond. Carpooling will 
be arranged. We will meet Tuesday at 3 pm, Oct. 18. Please view ahead of time "The Danish Girl", 
a 2015 romantic drama, starring Eddie Redmayne and Alicia Vikander, who won best supporting 
actress Academy Award for her performance. Nancy Kruger will moderate. Last names A-L, please 
bring an appetizer; M-Z wine or cold beverage. Newcomers always welcome. See you at the 
movies! 
 
For additional information, please contact Karin Webb at 503-738-9833 or 
robertandkarin@mac.com. 
 
Films for Review this Fall: 
 
Oct. 18th “The Danish Girl” (2016 Best Supporting Actress Oscar starring Eddie Redmayne & 
Alicia Vikandr 
 
Nov. 15th “Me Before You” 2016 romantic drama starring Emilia Clarke & Sam Claflin. Our host 
will be Ellen Silverman, 1229 SW Ridge Road, Warrenton. Our moderator will be Helen Gronquist. 
 
Dec. 20th “Grandma” 2015 comedy drama starring Lily Tomlin & Julia Garner.   

Walking Group 
By Diana McLoughlin, johnnymacdmd@gmail.com	  
 
The Seaside Branch walking group meets and walks every Friday at 9:30 am and always has a 
lovely time. If you would like to join the fun, call Diana, Phone: 503-738-7751. 
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Seaside AAUW  
 

2015-16 Branch Officers 
 
Co-Presidents:   Carol Brenneman  brenneman2391@msn.com 

  
  

Programs Vice President:  Diana McLoughlin  johnnymacdmd@gmail.com 
      
Membership Vice President: Karin Webb   robertandkarin@me.com 
 
Secretary:    Nancy Kruger   dnkruger@msn.com 
  
Treasurer:    Gini Dideum    gdideum@hotmail.com 
  
Public Policy:   Karen Beck   karal@seasurf.net  
 
Scholarship Foundation  Helen Gronquist  helengronquist@q.com  
 
Sunshine:    Kathleen Hudson  khhudson12g@gmail.com  
 

 
 

 
 

 


