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COASTLINES  -                              March 2017 
Seaside Branch AAUW Editor: Libbie Allen 
P.O. Box 693 Phone: 503.816.6498 
Seaside, OR 97138 e-mail:libbie@pacifier.com 
  

 
AAUW Mission Statement 

 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy,  

education, philanthropy, and research 
  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
♦ Saturday, March 18th, Angela Sidio’s Coastal Emersion meets 

from 10-4 at Camp Kiwanilong  
 

♦ Tuesday, March 21st, Movie Group meets 3-5 pm at Carol 
Brenneman’s condo in Seaside – Review of  “Trumbo” 
 

♦ Monday, March 27th, Birthday Brunch, Noon at the Seaside 
Thai Restaurant 
 

♦ Saturday, April 1st, Seaside AAUW Branch Meeting, 10 am at 
Jane McGeehan’s home – “Women Important to Oregon”  
 

♦ Friday-Sunday, April 21-23, AAUW State Convention, Lincoln 
City 
 

♦ Friday, May 12th, SDDA Wine Walk – Contact Gini Dideum 
now to volunteer 
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Chips & Dips   
 
Will spring and summer ever come?! We all are wondering right now, but I can assure you that, 
yes, it will. We can tell because it’s time to send in registration for convention at Salishan, initial 
meetings for the spring fashion show have started, and preparations have begun for equal pay day.   
Please check Oregon News for registration form. More information will be coming out about equal 
pay day in our local press, but Nancy Kruger is arranging with local coffee shops to give a 20% 
discount to women on that day. This will be our first attempt to recognize this significant day and 
bring it to the attention of our community.   
 
We have moved our March meeting to April 1st in order to facilitate your ability to attend a 
Women’s Gathering hosted by Angela Sidlo, who is offering a discount to AAUW members and 
proceeds to benefit our scholarship foundation.  Angela can be reached at angela.sidlo@gmail.com 
for further information.   
 
Our lunch bunch seems to be growing…no birthday celebrants showed up, but six of us really 
enjoyed lunch or breakfast at the Firehouse Grill. Next month’s event will again be 4th Monday of 
the month, 12:00 at the Thai Restaurant in Seaside on Holladay.  It is our intent to try a different 
restaurant featuring different kinds of food each month.  Hoping to see even more of you next 
time.    

 
Carol  

Treasurer’s Report 
By: Gini Dideum 
 
Report for January 2017 
 
Beginning Balance       $4,265.82 
 
INCOME        

Dues    
Total        $ 47.50 

 
EXPENSES 
 National Dues             24.50 
 Insurance                 8.00 

Total        $ 32.50 
 
Ending Balance                $4,280.82 
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Public Policy 
By Karen Beck, Chair 
  
Are you a 2-minute activist? 
If you feel that there must be something you can do as an AAUW member, right now becoming a 
2-minute activist is your answer to becoming an involved member. For those of you doing so, you 
DO make a difference. If you are like me it is almost over-whelming with all that is happening with 
our government. It seems to be one event after another on a daily basis. However, sticking to 
AAUW concerns for women and girls and focusing on the topics that really concern all of us 
makes for agendas we can handle. Pick a topic and go with it. AAUW is focusing on the following 
topics: Title IX, Health Care, Planned Parenthood, Fair-Pay, Sexism, and more. Pick a topic 
and stick with it. 
 
How to become a 2-minute activist 
Go to our Seaside AAUW website (the address is in your little yellow directory). Once there 
remember our password (contact a member if you forgot it), and go to the place where it says 
becoming involved or go to the far right-hand side where it says “legislative alerts.” It is that easy!  
So speak up and let our senators and representatives know how you feel. 
 
A bit of good news about Fair Pay is that members sending in comments about why Fair Pay is 
important made a difference this month. Comments and concerns were sent to both Oregon’s 
House Committee on Business and Labor and the Senate Workforce Committee. Pat Lehman’s 
letter was one that was appreciated. Way to go Pat! Now let’s see where all this leads. It now looks 
hopeful when a vote will be taken soon for Fair Pay. 
 
And congrats to Ane McIntyre at the Ron Wyden Town Hall meeting held in Astoria Feb. 24th. Her 
name was drawn to ask a question and she should share that at our next meeting! 

Membership 
By: Karen Webb 
 
This month, Ane McIntyre highlights Seaside Branch member Linda Schaeffer. 
 

   
 
Meet Linda Schaeffer, who joined the AAUW Seaside branch in the spring of 2016. She spent her 
Fulbright year with her husband in London on a teaching exchange and the next year lived in 
Cyprus while on her husband’s Fulbright year with the Cypriot government.  

The Fulbright Program has 
fostered mutual understanding 
between the people of the United 
States and the people of other 
countries since 1946. Did you 
know we have a Fulbright Scholar 
in our midst? 
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Linda was born in Portland and always knew she would go to Oregon State University. She always 
loved school and reading. On top of that she had an encouraging uncle who was President of the 
Student Body at OSU. Linda did indeed go to OSU. She took a hiatus after her sophomore year and 
went to work at the University of Oregon Medical School. She was a receptionist in the Crippled 
Children’s Division. Linda completed her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education at PSU and 
began teaching first grade in San Jose, California. 
 
 Destiny called and Linda married in 1964 and moved to Japan where her husband taught at Dept. 
of Defense Schools at Tachikawa Air Force Base. Linda has two children: Michael, born in Japan in 
1964 and Mary, born in 1966 when the couple had returned to the states. After her husband 
earned his doctorate the couple moved to Arlington, Virginia where he worked in grant giving for 
the Department of Education. They also lived in Malaysia for a year. 
 
Ogden, Utah is where the couple settled down. Linda had earned her Master’s in Education during 
this time and she began her 21-year career teaching elementary school. She moved to Scottsdale 
as a retiree in 2000. There she divorced and remarried to Tom Schaeffer in 2007. They wanted to 
leave the oppressive heat of Arizona behind and as an Oregonian Linda hungered for an ocean 
view. 
 
Linda found AAUW in Ogden in the early 80s. She has been a member ever since, in Odgen, Utah, 
Scottsdale, Arizona and now Seaside, Oregon. Linda was encouraged to join the Seaside branch 
through her friendship with Cindy Gould pursuing their mutual love of bridge and her friendship 
with Jane McGeehan through their mutual passion for art at The Trail’s End Gallery in Gearhart. 
Linda is a painter, drawer, reader and is obsessed with knitting. She enjoys bridge, tennis and 
travel.  She has four grandchildren, all college age or beyond. She and Tom make their home in 
Cannon Beach. 
 
Her advice to a brand new elementary school teacher is: “Throw your heart into it. Don’t worry so 
much about the administrative part of it. Try to learn as you go. Visit other classrooms and other 
schools. Learn what’s new in education. I call myself a first grade teacher and the most important 
thing to remember about kids is that they need to be taught to be social beings and shake hands 
after a kerfuffle.”   
  

Wine Walk 
By Gini Dideum 
 
The SDDA Wine Walk will be on May 12th. Checking IDs and collecting money twice a year for this 
event is our only fund raiser for our branch, and this funds our annual donation to AAUW Funds 
and some of our branch’s expenses. Shifts are approximately 2 hours long, some shorter and some 
longer. Shifts are 1-3, 3-5, and 3-6:30 at the Carousel Mall and 2:30-5 at a location to be 
determined.  Contact Gini Dideum to choose your time slot. 

Foundation  
By Helen Gronquist, President 

WINGS 
By Pat Lehman 
 
Here is a great picture from Ane McIntyre from our event. 
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The 15th Conference for Women Interested in Going to School--WINGS--held at Clatsop 
Community College February 11th, was another rewarding, inspiring, heart-warming and incredibly 
valuable success.  
 
Forty or more (the number of WINGS Latina participants is a bit fuzzy) spent a wonderful day 
learning about their educational options, from earning a GED, to exploring college degrees and 
certificates, to finding out about careers that as women they might never have considered--and 
how to access their aspirations. As always, every evaluation rated the conference as either very 
good or excellent (or even beyond), and every single participant indicated that she would 
recommend WINGS to a friend!  The stories we have heard from attendees about their gratitude 
for the conference, their appreciation for the inspiring encouragement they received, and their 
excitement about possibilities for a better life make this event one that justifies all the very hard 
work that Seaside and Astoria branch members and the amazing college staff do to make it 
happen. 
 
And the support that our efforts provide, whether in the form of vouchers for GED testing, 
admission and placement test fees, or the free three-credit class at Clatsop CC, is such a help to 
get our participants started on their educational path.  
 
Participants are thrilled and astonished by all the gifts they receive as well, provided by our 
generous community. They really understand and appreciate this local support for their endeavors, 
and it means a lot to them. 
 
Your work on WINGS, in so many different capacities, should be a great source of pride to our 
branch. We are not only providing exceptional opportunities to local women and their families but 
also fulfilling AAUW's mission of education and equity in a way few other initiatives can match. 
 
Great thanks to everyone, but special thanks to Nancy Kruger, volunteer coordinator par 
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excellence; Ane McIntyre, Publicity Chair, who leaves no stone unturned in her efforts to spread 
the WINGS word; Trish Howell, who stepped up without past experience to do a terrific job as 
Hospitality Chair, and her incredible assistant Donna Sunell, the shopping queen; Kathleen Hudson, 
to whom no one can apparently say no when she asks for a donation; and the Walking Group, who 
brave whatever weather to post flyers and collect donations.  
 
As most of you know, I have served as WINGS Seaside Chair since its inception, and I'm ready to 
pass the torch. I will always help because I believe so much in what we do, but I'm not getting any 
younger, and someone needs to take over the leadership for Seaside Branch before fate catches 
up. Don't let anyone tell you it's too big a job! Sara Meyer (Astoria Chair, although she denies that 
she is) and I will be looking at a plan of reorganizing duties so that less falls on the Seaside Chair. 
It really will be doable for someone with enthusiasm and energy, and I will gladly mentor my 
successor. Please give this some thought--I can guarantee that you will never, ever find a more 
rewarding way to serve AAUW and, most of all, local women who need our help and our inspiration. 
More than 700 women will tell you that WINGS changes lives! Some of those lives that seemed 
hopeless are now successful and happy. And it was WINGS that made the difference. 

Program 
By Diana McLoughlin, Program VP 
. 
Hope you all enjoyed the very interesting and enlightening information that our member, Angela 
Sidlo, shared with us.  Thank you for sharing with us, Angela! 
 
Our March meeting has actually been postponed to Saturday, April 1s so that those of you 
who choose to, may attend the women's seminar given by Angela and others held at Camp 
Kiwanalong on March 18. 
 
So...on April 1 we will celebrate "Women Important to Oregon" at Jane McGeehan's 
home.  Remember, those of you who have a woman to share with us, YOU are the 
program. 

Special Interest Groups 

Book Group 
By Gini Dideum 
 
March 7th we will meet at The Stand at Holladay and 1st Avenue, Seaside, for lunch at  
11:45 am.  After lunch, we will meet at the Seaside City Hall to discuss Infidel by Ayann Hirsi 
Ali.  This should be an interesting discussion led by Ellen Silverman. 
 
April 4th we will meet at the Relief Pitcher, which is just south of Seaside.  Afterwards Pat Lehman 
will lead us in a discussion of A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman.  
 
Here is our book list for 2017: 
 
March 7:  Infidel by Ayann Hirsi Ali. Discussion leader:  Ellen Silverman 
 
April 4:  A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. Discussion leader:  Pat Lehman 
 
May 2:  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey. Discussion leader:  Karin Webb 
 
June 6:  The Casual Vacancy by J.K. Rowling. Discussion leader:  Carol Brenneman 
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July 11:  Kill Artist by Daniel Silva. Discussion leader:  Maureen Casterline 
 
August 1:  Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig. Discussion leader:  Patricia Lawrence 
 
September 5:  Wonder by R. J. Palacio. Discussion leader:  Helen Gronquist 
 
October 3:  Evicted by Matthew Desmond. Discussion leader:  Gini Dideum 
 
November 7:  The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen. Discussion leader:  Patty Went 
 
December 5:  Book selection 
 

Movie Group 
By: Karin Webb 
 
We enjoyed a sunny afternoon at the home of Gheri Fouts on February 21st to discuss "Lady in the 
Van", which was given a grade of "A". Next meeting: March 21st, 3-5 pm. Please view the film 
"Trumbo" a 2015 crime drama starring Bryan Cranston, before attending. We will meet at Carol 
Brenneman's third floor condo: 1108 S. Holladay Drive, Seaside. An elevator is available in the 
middle of the building; Carol's condo is the first one on the southern side. Lynne Kelton will 
moderate our always-lively debate.  
 
We will also be choosing our last three movies for our 2017 schedule. Bring your suggestions--we 
will save time to vote after we brainstorm.  Last names A-L will bring wine/cold beverage to share; 
M-Z are asked to contribute a simple appetizer. For our newcomers, please note: ALL attendees 
(including moderators and members’ guests) are expected to bring a little something to eat or 
drink. The only one off the hook is our hostess! 
 
Questions? 503-735-5919. 

Walking Group 
By Diana McLoughlin, johnnymacdmd@gmail.com	  
 
The Seaside Branch walking group meets and walks every Friday at 9:30 am and always has a 
lovely time. If you would like to join the fun, call Diana, Phone: 503-738-7751. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Seaside AAUW  
 

2015-16 Branch Officers 
 
Co-Presidents:   Carol Brenneman  carolbrenneman350@gmail.com 

   
Programs Vice President:  Diana McLoughlin  johnnymacdmd@gmail.com 
      
Membership Vice President:  Karin Webb   robertandkarin@mac.com 
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Secretary:    Nancy Kruger   dnkruger@msn.com 
  
Treasurer:    Gini Dideum    gdideum@hotmail.com 
  
Public Policy:   Karen Beck   karal@seasurf.net  
 
Scholarship Foundation  Helen Gronquist  helengronquist@q.com  
 
Historian    Pat Johns   patrjo@comcast.net 
 
Sunshine:    Kathleen Hudson  khhudson12g@gmail.com  
 
 

 

 

This	  event	  is	  always	  delightful	  and	  informative,	  and	  attending	  from	  
"south	  of	  the	  border"	  helps	  build	  bridges	  with	  our	  sister	  branch	  on	  
the	  Peninsula.	  If	  you'd	  like	  to	  attend,	  please	  let	  Pat	  Lehman	  know	  
ASAP,	  and	  she	  will	  order	  a	  ticket	  for	  you. 


