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COASTLINES  -                              February 2017 
Seaside Branch AAUW Editor: Libbie Allen 
P.O. Box 693 Phone: 503.816.6498 
Seaside, OR 97138 e-mail:libbie@pacifier.com 
  

 
AAUW Mission Statement 

 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy,  

education, philanthropy, and research 
  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
♦ Saturday, February 7th, Book Club meets at 11:45 for lunch at 

Dooger’s in Seaside followed by discussion of this month’s selection 
at City Hall.  
 

♦ Saturday, February 11th, WINGS Conference Clatsop Community 
College, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm, Columbia Hall, 16th & Jerome, Astoria 
 

♦ Wednesday, February 15th, Lobby Day in Salem. See more details 
below.  
 

♦ Saturday, February 18th, at 10 am, Seaside AAUW Branch Meeting, 
Mary Blake Cottage, Seaside, Angela Sidio speaking 
 

♦ Tuesday, February 21st, Movie Group meets at Carol Brenneman’s 
Condo, to review “Woman In The Van,” staring Maggie Smith and 
Ellen Silverman 
 

♦ Monday, February 27th, Birthday Lunch Bunch meets at Fireside Grill 
in Seaside at Noon 
 

♦ Friday-Sunday, April 21-23, AAUW State Convention, Lincoln City 
See details below 
 

 
 
 

 



  February 2017 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline – 25th of the Month; Publish – 1st of Month Page 2 

Chips & Dips  
 
Looking at our AAUW schedule for the rest of the year makes me realize what an active and vital group of women 
we truly are. We have many things to keep us going over these next months.   
 
We were fortunate to have Mardy Stevens at our last meeting speaking about national and state AAUW. She 
suggested that anytime you have a question about AAUW programs the website www.connect@aauw.org 
provides answers quickly and easily.   
 
The Women’s March in Astoria found at least 12 of our members walking and sharing our mission of equity for 
girls and women.  It was really inspiring to see women, men, children, not only in Astoria, but across the world, 
standing together in support of our values. The next political opportunity that is happening here will be Lobby 
Day in Salem on February 15th where you can personally speak with our legislators and let them know your 
concerns.   
 
Future happenings include WINGS, the fashion show, and convention at Salishan. Our branch will be in charge of 
the silent auction. Not to be forgotten, we have a nominating committee of Karen Beck, Pat Lehman, and Diana 
McLoughlin who will be looking for a president, program chair, and membership chair for next year. If interested 
in serving, let them know. Don’t be shy, we need you.   
 
Thanks, ladies, for all your help….for stepping up and stepping out to keep us moving forward.   
 
Birthday lunch bunch 
January birthdays were celebrated at Finn’s Thursday for our very first event. At this time only Helen Gronquist 
admitted to a January birthday but the event evoked interest in many who were not able to attend this time.  
There were four of us who enjoyed the excellent company and interesting discussion.  
 
For February, we will be moving Birthday Lunch time to the fourth Monday (several Thursday conflicts) and will 
meet at Fireside Grill at 12:00. We’ve been told that Donna Sunell, Pat Lehman, and Ellen Silverman have 
February milestones.  If you are a February birthday, let me know so we can get you on the list.   

 
Carol  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
By: Gini Dideum 
 
December 2016 Treasurer’s Report 
 
Beginning Balance       $4,494.77 
 
INCOME        

Wine Walk   400.00 
Total           $400.00 

 
EXPENSES 
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 National Fund Donation 500.00 
 Insurance   100.00 

Meetings       7.00 
Memorial     12.00 
Misc.        9.95 
Total          ($628.95) 

 
Ending Balance        $4,265.82 
 

Membership 
By: Karen Webb 
 
We welcome our first 2017 member, Patricia (Pat) Lawrence. Pat received her BA in American Studies from 
Goucher College in Baltimore, Maryland, where every student has the opportunity to study abroad. Pat went on to 
obtain her Masters in Education from City University, New York City. She previously belonged to an AAUW branch 
in New Jersey (where she also lived down the road from Bruce Springsteen--a detail that caught my immediate 
attention!). But like many of us, Pat was "born to run", and she now resides in Manzanita. She has already joined 
our book group; I hope you have the chance to meet this fascinating woman at one of our other functions soon. 
Please add her info to your little yellow directory:  
 
Pat Lawrence 
PO Box 1073 
8695 Braeridge Drive 
Manzanita, OR 97130 
(503) 680-1020 
Email: (patlawrence19@gmail.com) 

Public Policy 
By Karen Beck, Chair 
  
WOMEN’S MARCH 
 
The Women’s March was incredible and it was great to see our own community be so supportive. There were 
over 1,000 participants (about 1,400 per the Daily Astorian), including AAUW members fro both our Seaside and 
Astoria Branches. Trish Garner our state public policy person has two excellent questions for all of us: 
 

1. How are we going to capitalize on this movement so it doesn’t become relegated to a pleasant, heart-
warming single event? 

2. How can we embrace all communities within the family of women and girls so that each space is 
honored, but when needed, we all work as one? 

  
AAUW has set up a “Hear Our Voice” campaign of sending postcards to our senators letting them know of our 
concerns. You can download the postcards and make your own or you can send an e-card. BOTH are very simple 
to do. This is a 10 actions 100 days campaign. Please let me know if you need more information. Don’t let this 
march be a single event in your life. 
 

District AAUW News 
By Ane McIntyre, District Director 
 
Here are a few pictures from our Women’s March January 21st.  



  February 2017 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline – 25th of the Month; Publish – 1st of Month Page 4 
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Foundation  
By Helen Gronquist, President 
 
WE DID IT!  The Seaside AAUW Scholarship Foundation Pizza and Bowling Party at Gearhart Bowl/Fultano’s was 
a great success.  Ticket sales resulted in approximately $900.00 net for the Foundation, $300.00 over last year. 
There were about 30 in attendance. We will provide more information on sales and attendees next month.  
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The congeniality, buzzing conversations and spirited bowlers made for a fun-filled social afternoon. Thanks goes 
to Matt Berg and his staff for providing a delicious selection of pizza and beverages and for making us welcome.    
    
As Chair, I thank all of you for your participation with your generous contributions and support in providing 
scholarships for girls and women in pursuit of a higher education. Special kudos goes to Foundation board 
members Nancy Allsup, treasurer, for tracking ticket sales, Jane McGeehan, board member, for very professional 
looking tickets and to Trish Howell, board member for assisting with ticket taking at the door. Teamwork at its 
best!      
 
Volunteers are needed for the spring fashion show to be held at Astoria Golf and Country Club on April 29th 
from 3-5 pm.  If you are interested please contact Carol Brenneman at carolbrenneman350@gmail.com or Judy 
Carder at amcjcc@msn.com.  Carol and Judy have agreed to co-chair the event for one more year.  Besides your 
participation in this year’s event, we are seeking leadership for next year as well.   
 
I believe that as a result of last year’s fashion show, our local population has realized that Seaside AAUW is a 
group to be recognized for it’s scholarship commitment, economic exposure for the local merchants and a chance 
to interact with the community in a social setting.        

WINGS 
By Pat Lehman 
 
WINGS: Ready to Fly Again 
 
Saturday, February 11th will mark the 15th time Seaside and Astoria AAUW branches have offered a WINGS 
Conference, and preparations are almost complete. 
 
Like most 15-year-olds, WINGS 2017 has presented some unique challenges, not the least of which is changes in 
college staff that add to the burdens of an already overworked group of faculty members. But our planning team 
always rises to whatever occasion, and we’re moving forward. New team members have had a very steep 
learning curve but their creativity and commitment are inspiring! 
Many thanks to our Seaside Branch members who have done so much as committee chairs—Nancy Kruger, Ane 
McIntyre, and Trish Howell, and to all our members who have hit the bricks hanging flyers, bringing in donations, 
shopping and spreading the word, as well as to those who have signed up to help at the event. 
We look forward to seeing you all at the conference. If you haven’t yet signed up, call or email Nancy 
Kruger, and she’ll find a place for you. 
 

Program 
By Diana McLoughlin, Program VP 
. 
Our February meeting will be held Saturday, February 18th at 10 am, at the "Mary Blake Cottage,” 1215 Ave. 
A, across the street from the Chisholm Center and east of the Library. Angela Sidlo will be presenting a program 
of interest to all women. Angela says, “The title of my talk will be 21st Century Health & Wellness: Creating 
your own Wellness Team. I’m going to talk about Integrative therapies and my experiences as a holistic 
practitioner in blending Allopathic medicine with integrative modalities.” 
 
At our January meeting, Mardy Stevens of the AAUW state offices spoke about state and national doings.  We 
ended our meeting early so many of us could march in the Women's March in Astoria.  An interesting and 
powerful day it was! 
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Special Interest Groups 

Book Group 
By Gini Dideum 
 
February 7th we will meet at Seaside Dooger’s at 11:45 for lunch and then go to the Seaside City Hall to discuss 
Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf.  Karen Beck will lead our discussion of this short and entertaining novel. 
 
March 7th we will meet at The Stand at the corner of 1st and Holladay in Seaside at 11:45 am.  We will then 
meet at the Seaside City Hall to discuss Infidel by Ayann Hirsi Ali.  Ellen Silverman will lead our discussion. 
 
We welcome everyone that would like to join us.  Only requirements are an enjoyment of eating out with friends 
(our lunch discussions are sometimes more entertaining than our book discussions) and a willingness to listen to 
others.  Reading the monthly book might make the discussion more meaningful but is not required. Here is our 
book list for 2017: 
 
 
March 7:  Infidel by Ayann Hirsi Ali. Discussion leader:  Ellen Silverman 
 
April 4:  A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. Discussion leader:  Pat Lehman 
 
May 2:  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey. Discussion leader:  Karin Webb 
 
June 6:  The Casual Vacancy by J.K. Rowling. Discussion leader:  Carol Brenneman 
 
July 11:  Kill Artist by Daniel Silva. Discussion leader:  Maureen Casterline 
 
August 1:  Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig. Discussion leader:  Patricia Lawrence 
 
September 5:  Wonder by R. J. Palacio. Discussion leader:  Helen Gronquist 
 
October 3:  Evicted by Matthew Desmond. Discussion leader:  Gini Dideum 
 
November 7:  The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen. Discussion leader:  Patty Went 
 
December 5:  Book selection 
 

Movie Group 
By: Karin Webb 
 
The movie group met on Tuesday at Diane McVey's in Surf Pines to partake of her wonderful hospitality. Thanks, 
Diane. We reviewed the movie "Frozen" which a majority of members present found delightful and gave the 
movie a grade of A.  We will next meet on the third Tuesday, February 21st at Carol Brenneman's condo in 
Seaside.  Movie is "Woman in the Van" starring Maggie and Ellen Silverman will moderate.  Last names A-L  bring 
appetizer, M-Z  bring wine/cold beverage.  Happy viewing.  Newcomers are always welcome to try out this lively 
interest group. 
. 
For additional information, please contact Karin Webb at 503-738-9833 or robertandkarin@mac.com. 
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Walking Group 
By Diana McLoughlin, johnnymacdmd@gmail.com 
 
The Seaside Branch walking group meets and walks every Friday at 9:30 am and always has a lovely time. If 
you would like to join the fun, call Diana, Phone: 503-738-7751. 
 

 
Seaside AAUW  

 
2015-16 Branch Officers 

 
Co-Presidents:   Carol Brenneman  carolbrenneman350@gmail.com 

   
Programs Vice President:  Diana McLoughlin  johnnymacdmd@gmail.com 
      
Membership Vice President:  Karin Webb   robertandkarin@mac.com 
 
Secretary:    Nancy Kruger   dnkruger@msn.com 
  
Treasurer:    Gini Dideum    gdideum@hotmail.com 
  
Public Policy:    Karen Beck   karal@seasurf.net  
 
Scholarship Foundation  Helen Gronquist   helengronquist@q.com  
 
Historian    Pat Johns   patrjo@comcast.net 
 
Sunshine:    Kathleen Hudson  khhudson12g@gmail.com  
 
 

 

 


